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News from the Classroom… 

 

 

 

Kindergarten: 

 

The theme for March was Spring Fling!   Kindergarten tracked the weather daily 
to see if March really did come-in like a lion and go-out like a lamb.  They learned 
about bears coming out of hibernation, other spring-related topics and held a 
week-long author study.  In science, they began learning about weather. 
Kindergarteners completed activities to practice counting and combining sets and 
began learning about addition in math. 
 

 

First Grade: 

 

First graders did a fabulous job on their performance, “The Magic School Bus 
Kicks Up a Storm!” In math, the first graders learned about addition and 
subtraction facts to 40. During science, they studied the solar system. The first 
graders learned about Japan in social studies. They were introduced to 
Japanese folktale, Mount Fuji, and haiku poems.  In language arts, the children 
learned the long “o” sound. They also learned about the reading comprehension 
strategy, “Ask Questions.” 
 

 

 

Second Grade: 
 

Second graders learned about Immigration in social studies this month. The 
students created “immigration trunks” to take on their journeys through a rotation 
of lessons in each of the second grade classrooms. They learned about the 
diversity of America and how it is compared to a salad bowl.  Students also 
studied traditions from other cultures, the immigration process, Ellis Island, The 
Underground Railroad, and Angel Island.  The Immigration unit tied in nicely with 
the Literacy By Design unit, Stories from Our Past, that students completed this 
month. 
 

 

 

 



Third Grade: 

 

Third graders studied the history of Pennsylvania and William Penn. They 
explored the Quakers and their role in Pennsylvania’s development. Additionally, 
the students created timelines on William Penn’s Life and learned about English 
settlement and other groups that settled in America. Third graders learned about 
the different geographical regions of Pennsylvania, along with it’s renewable and 
nonrenewable resources. In science, the students cooperatively designed a dam 
and town in their land models that survived flooding and erosion. Third graders 
reflected on how those designs were helpful or in need of revision. During 
language arts, the children learned an array of reading strategies to help them 
understand fiction and non-fiction text. They published biographies on their 
classmates and explored biographies written by our visiting author Jen Bryant. 
The students participated in a Digital Citizenship Lesson on Cyber Bullying.  
 

Fourth Grade: 

 

The fourth grade students shared their PAL projects at the PAL Learning Fair.  In 
science, students started to learn more about Ecology and Motion and Design of 
vehicles. Fourth graders learned about our growing country during the Industrial 
Revolution and the major works for reform in social studies. 
 

 News from the Building… 

 

Support and Special Areas Team: 

 

 
Hillside welcomed author Jen Bryant on March 12th.  She spoke to each grade 
level about how she became an author and how she chose her topics for her 
books like A River of Words: The Story of William Carlos Williams, A Splash of 
Red: The Life and Art of Horace Pippin, and The Right Word: Peter Mark Roget 
and His Thesaurus. She discussed that she got her inspiration for her books from 
her surroundings.  The students were interested to know that she wrote about 
things that were meaningful to her and the West Chester area where she grew 
up.  The students were able to ask her questions and Mrs. Bryant ate a 
wonderful lunch, provided by the PTO, with the Hillside teachers.  They 
discussed teaching writing and modeling the writing process with students.  It 
was a day filled with learning and an appreciation for authors! 
 

Students in Hillside’s fourth grade band and encore orchestra traveled to 
Philadelphia to hear a concert by the Philadelphia Orchestra at the Kimmel 
Center. Prior to attending, students learned about instruments of the orchestra 
and how they are grouped into families. Students also analyzed music, by 
listening for dynamics and tempo. To culminate the trip, students received a tour 
of the Kimmel Center to appreciate the many works of art and the buildings 
unique architecture. 


